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Th~s is i~ referance to your recent complaint ~o the Comm1S&1on concerning the
spi.ce Cha1".nel on the Tel cable system. Specif~c.lly, you object to WMC you
consider to be objectionable material cableca.t ~ur1ag ~viell. In support of
your complaint you 8ubmitted a vid.o ta~. you record.d beginning at 8:00 p.m.
on Augusc 21 and ending at .:00 •.•. on A~t ~I, 1"3. Accord1D~ ~o your
le~ter, M[.]lcbcugh scrambled. there is enough audio and visual to know what
:'$ going On 0" Pl.... be ad-viaed Chat when reviewec1, the video tape you
s~~t:.d had neitber a video ~r audio signal.

Wit~ regard to material carried on tbe Spice Channel, the issue of 1ndecent
programnu.ng on c:able t.levi.ion is .delr••••d :i.Il

0

S.ction '24 of the C'abltl
Commwnicationa policy Act of 198. (4' U.S.C. Section 54.) whiC:h requires a
~able operator to offer, through .ale or le••• , a lockbox eo prevent ~he

viewing of undesired .ervic... i~cluding Chose chat eh. aub.cr~r bel~eves

a:e indecent.

Tne federal court. have indicated that. because a caDle viewer Iftl:S~ aff~r.uei.vely
chaose to 8~8cr1be ~o cable, and becau.e & lOckbox i. available to restr1ct
c~i1dr.n·s a~ce.s ~o sexually explicit cable services. the ~overnmeDt "may not
i~.e additional restrictica. CD tbe prOVision of indecent. programm~Dg on
origoinac1= cable chamull.. Accorc1ing'ly, ~o the extent that eb,e ma~eri.al a):)out.
whiC:h you have complained lllAy be indecent, tAer. are DO "current regulations of
ebe Federal Communications Oomn1••iOD ~t would re.trict i~s provision on
c.ble crigoinaeiOD television. It shoUld be noted that the Commi••ion recently
conclUded a proc:e.diDi to implement congr.s.iaDAlly mandaced regulatica. whicb
w~ll r.strict the cablac•• t of indecent progr.~D9 on leased acee•• and
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public/educationall goveJ:!IIIIeDtal acc... cable channel.. Those rule•. howeve:;.
bave been scayed from vaizJs' iD~o .tf_" pending appeal.. For more iJ:1fonlati.on
on indecency rest~1ct1oa- applicable eo acee.. cb&nDels pleas. refer ~o the
enclosed newS releases.

We appreciate your concern regard1ng ~il matter.

acger HOlJ:)erg, Acting' Chief
Complaints and Inv••tigations Branch
Enforcement Division
Mass Media Bureau

Enclosure.
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Ms. dau. G. Blao1cley
206 0.... Val.1et Bo4et
Brutol, fj 21&201

near f.f!1. 11&ok1o'1

ft18 18 1D retereDo. t.o 10UI' roeoeat. lett... to the Co-1M1OG eoDOerDil'lg
Sauou eoaIlUD10.t.1ODe' o.lala ~~. Spec1t'1ca1J1. J08 objeclt to what 70U

Goutel.... to be tIld.eat ..tenal oabJeoeet OIl -'14eo Jukeboz.-
"1tt l"'e,ar4 to the au.to yld.. oarr1e4 on the "Video Jukebox· cable obanDel,
tbe 1a8Ue or ad.a.at prOla-a-tn. on cabla te1eY1a1on 18 addreeHd 1n
Saotion 62" or the Cable Co_urd,catloDa POUC1 Act of 198. (•., U.s.C.
Section '''If) Wh10h ,.equ1rea a cabbt operat.or to otr'e~, through ea1e or
le••• , a lookbo% to preyeat the y1ev1aB or UD<ies1red 6Orv1o_. 1ftcludina
thOM tbat the lNbacr1be... be118.,. are 1n4eoent.

Tbe te4eral oourt.. hay. 1ncl1cat.e4 tbat, beOIJUM a cable V18VOl'" 8WJt
att'iMlat1.,ely ObOOM to subaortbe to cable. aDd booauae a lookbox .ill .yaUable
to r ..tr1ct. obUd,..n'a aoe... to aexullf .&pUett. cable -,...toes. the
30Ye~.~_, !lot tapoee actdlttcma1 ~rioUoaB _ tIae~ ., tDdeoat
programmna on oable to1ey1a1on. Accord1ag1y, to the extet that the _terial
abollt. which you have complained 11&" be 1adeceftt, tbere ar'Q no regu1at,l.oas ot
tbe 'eeseral COIISu.aicat1ollB Co:ud.o:J1on that would rostr1Dt its provJa1on on
oable telewUdoa•.

The CO.,dustoD rcoO....BeI. tbat IIUbaor1bera oontact. t.be local cable oe-peQJ to
.~pr... thair coftOern wh...... it 18 War'Nllt.cl. We bell... tbat .aoa d1reot
contaot 18 UN!"l and aan iat'luenoe fUture progl"8rm111i deo18tona.

5inot'JM!!y,

JZ4ytbe lUse. Chief
CO:l~ls1nta and Inv4ltl.lt.1Ga.tlollb Branoh
£nforoGlJIent 01viC1ton
lotasa Xedia ~urcllu
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1919 M Street, N.W.
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206 Green ValleY Rd.
Bristol. VA 24201
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I \-'!cH.I.ld ::.:i I,:.(·:·! t.o 1"'~:~qU0~st tl·l<":d:. 7"0'-'. ',,':lE)W thi~; t<:""\Pf~ to sf.~~)

if YOU deem any of the following videoes indecent.
On January 1, 1992 our local cable company~ Sammons

Commu.n :i. C:<'~. t:i.on~:; d ""opped NT'''' ,::l.nd n·:·~pL:I. o:::-d :i. t. wi th Vidl:':'~() .JuJ':.0)box ..
Vi.d(·:'o ..:Iu.k..::·!hox i~:; not <;.. pn!.~m:i.I.).m ~:;(·!rr'v·:i.ce li.I<~) HBO or Disney.
l·r you. Iv). \,' (.:.! .":l. c».I:)].e .... r·(·:·~,:I.dy TV 0'" t/:\.k.(·:) ':;\. j:)n;)(I"d.u.m ~;,er'Yi C~:~ l:i. !-:.0)
Di·";.I'H:·)';l" >"0\..\ h.;:I.··./o ';:.C:C:(:')':;~:; to Vidf.':)c) .:J1..I.h.pbox.. By c:,:\11 in9 i:\ 1··-9()O
number people can request that specific videos be played at
a cost of $1.99 for one video or $5.00 for three videos. The
c: h,·:l.l"(,:,! (.' :i. ''';. .;:1. p p J :i. (·::d t(:) )-'01,.1. I" t.E;-l ~~, phon c·:' b iII .. E:v~:.'n :i.·f you n ('?Vf:~ I"

r·(:'(!,..l.(~~:;t <oj. v:i.C!c!D ~l thp ·,/:i.deo::; oth(':~I"~:; J"~:~CI'..I.~?~:d. ,':IX€:> ~:;hol}.}n on your TV.
They will play the videos anytime they are requested - day or
n:i.c.!h-!:." TIH';I \.l:i.d'·:·~o ,.Ju.I<~;'box c:1·1<:l.rH1E<1. i';; c:1·1<';I.nI'H::<I. ~':':6 on ou," c:abl€·~.

The children's channel Nickelodeon is channel 27.
I '''UIl .::1. <:;. k. :i. n (J t h <:'. t yen). !5 p ~:~ c:i. ·f :i. e ""'.11 y :I. 0 D j..:. ,:d. V:i.<h;~0 ;:) .... Get. t O'f i:

by Pl'·inn.;!;: V:!.d(·:·!o ~j ..- FU.nk IYI(·:·~ by H"I.A.I .. f.l .. ~ Vid0~O 6 ..- Li"·:f.~ <.-\ Vil"yin
bit "I,':\dol'ln,:\.:: Vie/(.:I(J ~;) .....Jr..J.~:;t:i.·fy ITly LOVf~ by !·'(,:t.dC;rHl,·:q: Vj,d€~o 1.0 -
Dis-moi, Dis-moi by Mitsou; Video 13 - The Principles of Lust
by Enj,(Jilw.;i V:i.c1~:'o:l.4 ... Pop That CncH::h:i.(! b)1 ~':: I...iv~:~ Cr-'E~w; Video 15
Oochie Coochie by HeBrains. Then please fast faward to the end of
~he tape, the se~ond video from the end is Jj.ggable Pie by AMG.
Please review it too ..

If you need further information, please contact me at
(70:.3) 669;'-6070 ..

~:;':i.f'H'KlnS Comrnu.n:i. c,:1. t:i.on~;,
::HO LB;.r Fn~f:~"")<:I.Y

Sui t,.;::, BOO
Da :U.as!1 TX ·7!.'.1;:~:':)4

(;:::1.4) 4B4..··HB~:lH

T (V:l.n 1-:. you,

c: ;::Ckle,y

Vid(·:·!o .Juk.f?b(:)x
P .. n.. Box 61.()(j.)()6

North Miami, FL 33261
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llmTEDSTATESDffiTInCTCOURT
FOR THE DISTInCT OF DELAWARE

PLAYBOYENTERTMNMENT
GROUP, INC.,

Civil Action No. __

Plaintiff,

Defendants.

v.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

llmTEDSTATESOFAMEmC~ )
THE llmTED STATES DEPARTMENT )
OF JUSTICE, ATl'ORNEY GENERAL )
JANET RENO, and THE FEDERAL )
COl'v1MUNICATIONS COMMISSION, )

)

)

--------------->
AFFIDAVIT

JAMES L. ENGLISH, being first duly sworn, on oath

states as follows:

1. My name is James L. English. I am President of Playboy

Networks Worldwide and have held that position for approximately 1 1/2

years. Prior to that time I was Senior Vice President, Programming at

Viewer's Choice for approximately seven years. Prior thereto, I held the

following positions: Vice President, Pay TV Sale at MGMlUA for five years;

Vice President, Programming at Showtime for 1 1/2 years; Director of

Programming at HBO for five years; and Assistant Programmer for an ABC

Television affiliate for five years.

2. Cable networks that are not primarily dedicated to

sexually oriented programming such as Showtimetrhe Movie Channel and

\ \ \DC· 6567611 ·0248701.01



HBO/Cinemax show during regular prime time hours such as 8 or 9 pm

programming that has extensive nudity, sex or extreme violence.

3. Based on the Media General Cable Edition monthly

programming guides for 1995 and the PRIMESTAR Channel Directory for

1996, the following are examples of such programming. On January 16,

1995, HBO 2 showed at 9 pm "The Lover," a film with extensive sex and

nudity about an underage girl having an affair with a substantially older

man. A sampling of other films having sex, nudity, extreme violence and/or

language shown during prime time hours include the following:

Title Date Time Network

Disclosure 1/6/96 8:00 p.m. HBO
Night Eyes III 12/23/95 8:00 p.m. Cinemax
Natural Born Killers 10/28/95 8:00 p.m. HBO
Last Seduction 10117/95 8:00 p.m. Cinemax
Romeo is Bleeding 5/27/95 8:00 p.m. Showtime
Private Obsession 12/4/95 9:30 p.m. Cinemax
The Specialist 10/7/95 8:00 p.m. HBO

Attached are the pertinent pages of the Media General or PRIMESTAR

directories for the above programming.

Subscribed and sworn to before me tllisd-~ay of

~ ,19 90

.>~FLzf-
NOtary Public
L.--

My Commission Expires:~ -4, 1q q e: F;;: ° • ::M:a::.0 • ° '1
.... • COMM.# lQ191D1t iii- 2 - I· Notarv ...... - Cc:IIIarlIa ~
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